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BRONZE LEAF

Apioplagiostoma populi

Hosts:
Trembling aspen, Swedish columnar aspen, tower poplar

Distribution and Disease Cycle:

Symptoms typically appear in midsummer. Sporesare dispersed
from April-June when rainfall is present and temperatures are
around 18°C. Once infected, the fungus moves systemically
within the leaf’s vascular system, making it difficult to control.

Tower poplar planting infected with Bronze leaf.
Photo credit: Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives

Symptoms and signs:

Leaf margins develop yellow, orange or reddish brown
discolourations, which expand to consume the entire leaf.
Often veins remain green while the remaining leaf tissue
becomes discoloured. Depending on the host, all leaves
on a singly shoot may exhibit symptoms of the disease or
symptomatic leaves may be scattered throughout the crown of
the tree. Eventually, leaves develop a bronze or dark reddish-
brown hue, often remaining attached to the tree, rather than
abscising in fall. As the disease progresses, the fungus will infect
the stem and cause dieback after several seasons of infection.

Reddish brown/bronze leaves among healthy leaves
Photo credit: Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives

Control:

Remove and destroy fallen leaves if possible. Prune to remove
dead branches and increase air circulation; avoid dense
plantings that can reduce air flow. Avoid using monocultures
of susceptible species in mass plantings or shelterbelts which
can accelerate disease spread.

For further information please contact:
AESB Agroforestry Development Centre
P.O. Box 940
Indian Head, Saskatchewan, SOG 2K0
Phone: 1-866-766-2284
Email: agroforestry@agr.gc.ca
Website: www.agr.gc.ca/shelterbelt
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